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today, I shall first deal with your own problems. I hear that there
are some differences between the workers and -the mill-owners.
The arbitrators are to meet shortly to consider these matters.
The award of the arbitrators should be patiently awaited. In the
past the workers had on one occasion lost their patience, but ulti-
mately they heeded their advisers and postponed the strike.
The mill-owners have not been able to start grain shops as
they had promised to do. I shall exert whatever influence I have
to get this done. We should not become impatient. Strikes should
not be resorted to in a hurry. Those who demand justice should
learn to wait. We have accepted the method of arbitration. We
should be content with what is awarded by the arbitrator. It is
possible that those workers who are not members of the Union
may get benefits which they would not have got otherwise.
Sometimes we get whatever we demand; but we should not put
forward unreasonable demands. If we do, we shall be open to the
same charge which is levelled against the mill-owners. They are
accused of taking unfair advantage of people's hardships. What
else can be the meaning of the rise in prices? We should not
follow their example. Our demands should be reasonable.
Generally the workers' demands are so.
The relationship between workers and employers should be
one of partnership. It is fitting that this relationship should be
like that between father and son. As the son benefits from the
wisdom and experience of the father, so should the workers from
those of the employers. I am working to create conditions in
which employers will not exploit workers and workers will not
cheat employers.
I now come to the present situation. The relationship between
a government and its citizens should also be like that between
father and son. But the Government wants to exploit India as
much as it can. We are not likely to get anything from it. If
at all we get anything it will be something similar to what they
have done in whisking away the Ali Brothers. This is like the
relationship between a master and his slave. We have to secure
their release not by fawning upon the Government or petitioning
it, but by winning swaraj and then exercising our power under
swaraj. We have to break these shackles by means of khadi,
as was described in the song sung by the student here. The
thousands of innocent men and women who will go to jail here-
after will have to secure their release in the same manner. This
will not be a difficult task if we embrace swadeshi. But we are
not yet ready to give up foreign cloth. For workers, khadi is